Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) Programs Solicitation

The Criminal Justice Division (CJD) of the Governor's Office is soliciting applications for projects that address disproportionate minority contact within the juvenile justice system during the state fiscal year 2011 grant cycle.

Purpose: The purpose of this funding is to assist designated jurisdictions and agencies in developing and implementing strategies to reduce racial disparities at various contact points in the juvenile justice system.  Section 223(a)(22) of the JJDP Act provides that the State shall:

"[Address] juvenile delinquency prevention efforts and system improvement efforts designed to reduce, without establishing or requiring numerical standards or quotas, the disproportionate number of juvenile members of minority groups who come into contact with the juvenile justice system."

Available Funding: Federal funding is authorized for these projects under the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 2002, Public Law 107-273. All grants awarded from this fund must comply with the requirements contained therein.

Funding Levels: Eligible counties may apply for an amount not to exceed $100,000.

Required Match: None.

Standards: Grantees must comply with the standards applicable contained in the <eti>Texas Administrative Code<et>, Title 1, Part 1, Chapter 3 (1 TAC Chapter 3) and the requirements of the federal statutes that authorize this funding.

Prohibitions: Grant funds may not be used to support the following services, activities, and costs:

(1) proselytizing or sectarian worship;

(2) lobbying;

(3) any portion of the salary of, or any other compensation for, an elected or appointed government official;

(4) vehicles or equipment for government agencies that are for general agency use;

(5) weapons, ammunition, explosives or military vehicles;

(6) admission fees or tickets to any amusement park, recreational activity or sporting event;

(7) promotional gifts;

(8) food, meals, beverages, or other refreshments unless the expense is for a working event where full participation by participants mandates the provision of food and beverages and  the event is not related to amusement and/or social activities in any way;

(9) membership dues for individuals;

(10) any expense or service that is readily available at no cost to the grant project or that is provided by other federal, state or local funds (i.e., supplanting);

(11) fundraising;

(12) construction;

(13) medical services;

(14) transportation, lodging, per diem or any related costs for participants, when grant funds are used to develop and conduct training;

(15) legal services for adult offenders;  and

(16) overtime pay.

Eligible Applicants - The following counties are eligible to apply:

(1) Bell County

(2) Bowie County

(3) Cameron County

(4) Harrison County

(5) Nolan County

Eligible Activities:

(1) Disproportionate Minority Contact

Eligibility Requirements:

(1) Eligible applicants are limited to one application;

(2) Units of local government must have a DUNS (Data Universal Numbering System) number assigned to its agency http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/displayHomePage.do; 
(3) Units of local government must be registered in the federal Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database http://www.ccr.gov and

(4) Applicants will design their approaches using the framework provided in the: “Addressing Disproportionate Minority Contact in the Texas Juvenile Justice System:  Causes and Solutions from the Community Perspective” research study conducted by Texas A&M Public Policy Research Institute. This study encourages a multidisciplinary approach targeting five factors:

(a) Family/Social Circumstances – Within this broad theme, specific areas to address include broken families, poverty, a lack of role models, and cultural norms that under‐value the importance of education in building a positive future for youth.

(b) Criminal Justice System – Within this broad category, three specific issues of concern were identified. These include a lack of therapeutic interventions for delinquent youth, inequities experienced by poor and minority youth navigating the juvenile justice system, and a lack of juvenile detention facilities.

(c) Special Populations at Increased Risk of DMC – Concern was most often expressed for youth with mental health or behavior disorders and for those who are members of a minority group.

(d) School Related Factors – Areas that should be addressed include standardized testing policies, school discipline policies, and issues of communication between schools and families.

(e) Need for Supervised Programs – Contributors to the study often identified a lack of supervised community programs as a factor contributing to DMC.
(5) Successful applicants are expected to establish an Advisory Board to oversee the implementation of DMC reduction strategies and to assist in evaluating the project. Advisory Boards are encouraged to have regular (at least quarterly) meetings to review their programs and progress.

(6) Communities are encouraged to consider inter-agency collaborations combining grant funds with existing resources to more efficiently serve youth at high risk of juvenile justice contact.  For instance, schools, Department of Protective and Regulatory Services, Mental Health and Mental Retardation Authorities, Juvenile Probation Departments, and other agencies currently serving at-risk youth and families may be able to combine and enhance existing funding streams in a coordinated effort to reduce juvenile justice contact among minority youth. If integrated funding streams are proposed, the amount and nature of other agency contributions should be described, and the unique services or other costs being provided through CJD support should be clearly specified.

(7) Applicants are encouraged to leverage local resources in the community that will assist in increasing the stakeholder investment in the project at all levels and broadens the impact of the project itself.

(8) Applicants are encouraged to review the research findings: “Addressing Disproportionate Minority Contact in the Juvenile Justice System” conducted by Texas A&M Public Policy and Research Institute here:  http://ppri.tamu.edu/PublicReports/100724_Final%20Report.pdf.
For additional information about DMC, applicants are encouraged to go here: http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dmc/.

Project Period: Grant-funded projects must begin on or after September 1, 2011, and expire on or before August 31, 2012.

Application Process:  Applicants must access CJD’s grant management website at https://egrants.governor.state.tx.us to register and apply for funding.

Closing Date for Receipt of Applications: All applications must be certified via CJD’s eGrants website on or before February 28, 2011.

Contact Information: If additional information is needed, contact the eGrants Help Desk at eGrants@governor.state.tx.us or (512) 463-1919.
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