Coverdell Forensic Sciences Improvement Grant Program Solicitation

The Criminal Justice Division (CJD) of the Governor's Office is soliciting applications for the Coverdell Forensic Sciences Improvement Grant Program to improve the quality and timeliness of forensic science and medical examiner services.
Purpose: The purpose of the program is to make improvements to the quality and timely processing of forensic evidence resulting in an overall reduction in the backlog of non-DNA evidence.
Available Funding: Federal funds are authorized under Title I of the Omnibus Safe Streets and Crime Control Act of 1968, Part BB, codified at 42 U.S.C. §3797j-3797o. Funds will be managed in accordance with federal guidelines for the Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grants Program, CFDA Number 16.742.
Funding Levels:

Minimum Amount - $10,000
Maximum Amount – None

Matching Funds – None
Required Match: No match is required for this program.
Standards: Grantees must comply with the standards applicable to this funding source cited in the Texas Administrative Code, (1 TAC Chapter 3), and all statutes, regulations and guidelines applicable to this funding.
Prohibitions: Grant funds may not be used for the following services, activities and costs:

(1) expenses for general law enforcement or non-forensic investigatory functions;

(2) construction or renovation costs;

(3) land acquisition;

(4) indirect costs;

(5) administrative costs;

(6) admission fees or tickets to any amusement park, recreational activity or sporting event;

(7) food, meals, beverages, or other refreshments unless the expense is for a working event where full participation by participants mandates the provision of food and beverages and the event is not related to amusement and/or social activities in any way;

(8) fundraising;

(9) lobbying;

(10) health care services;

(11) membership dues for individuals;

(12) promotional gifts;

(13) proselytizing or sectarian worship;

(14) transportation, lodging, per diem or any related costs for participants, when grant funds are used to develop and conduct training;

(15) vehicles or equipment for government agencies that are for general agency use;

(16) weapons, ammunition, explosives or military vehicles;

(17) any expense or service that is readily available at no cost to the grant project or that is provided by other federal, state or local funds (e.g., supplanting);

(18) processing DNA evidence; and

(19) research or statistical projects or activities.
Eligible Applicants:  State agencies and units of local government who operate laboratories accredited by a national accreditation body and the Texas Department of Public Safety.
Requirements: Applicants must comply with the following:

(1) be accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting body;

(2) comply with state regulations and rules for accreditation promulgated by the Texas Department of Public Safety in the Texas Administrative Code, Title 37, Part 1, Chapter 28, Subchapter H;

(3) comply with state regulations for reporting misconduct or professional negligence to the Texas Forensic Science Commission, Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 38.01; or to the Texas  Medical Board, Occupations Code, Chapter 164.

(4) use generally accepted laboratory practices and procedures established by accrediting organizations or appropriate certifying bodies;

(5) assure that all project personnel comply with 28 C.F.R., Part 22 regarding protection of personally identifiable information that may be collected for research or statistical purposes;

(6) ensure contractors comply with all applicable rules and regulations;

(7) use funds for one or more of the following purposes:

(a) improve the quality and timeliness of forensic services;

(b) eliminate a backlog in the analysis of forensic science evidence, including firearms examinations, latent prints, toxicology, controlled substances, forensic pathology, questionable documents, and trace evidence.  A backlog exists if forensic evidence has been stored in a laboratory, medical examiner’s office, coroner’s office, law enforcement storage facility, or medical facility, and has not been subjected to all appropriate forensic testing because of a lack of resources or personnel;

(8) allowable uses of funds are limited to the following:

(a) overtime for forensic personnel;

(b) contracted forensic analysis to reduce the backlog in non-DNA evidence;

(c) computerization including funds to upgrade, replace, lease or purchase computer hardware and software for forensic analyses and data management;

(d) laboratory equipment including the upgrade, replacement, lease or purchase of laboratory or medical examiner equipment and instrumentation; and

(e) laboratory supplies.

(9) State agencies or units of government must have a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number assigned to its agency (http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/displayHomePage.do);

(10) State agencies or units of government must be registered in the federal Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database (http://www.ccr.gov or https://www.bpn.gov/ccr/default.aspx).
Project Period: Grant-funded projects will begin on or after October 1, 2011, and will expire on or before June 30, 2012.
Application Process: Applicants can access CJD’s eGrants’ website at https://eGrants.governor.state.tx.us to register and apply for funding.

Preferences: Preference will be given to projects that will improve the quality and timeliness of forensic analysis.
Closing Date for Receipt of Applications: All applications must be certified via CJD’s eGrants website on or before April 29, 2011.
Selection Process: Applications are reviewed by CJD staff members or a group selected by the Executive Director of CJD.  CJD will make all final funding decisions based on the requirements established in the Texas Administrative Code, Title 1, Part 1, Chapter 3, §3.7.
Contact Information: If additional information is needed, contact the eGrants Help Desk at eGrants@governor.state.tx.us or (512) 463-1919.
CJD Coverdell Application Description
Page 1 of 2
Issue Date: 02/18/2011

