Crime Stoppers Assistance Fund Solicitation
The Criminal Justice Division of the Governor’s Office is soliciting grant applications to support certified Crime Stoppers organizations in Texas during the state fiscal year 2016 grant cycle.

Purpose: The purpose of the Crime Stoppers Assistance funding is to enhance and assist the community’s efforts in solving serious crimes; and, assist Texas Crime Stoppers and CJD with planning and conducting 16-hour training courses.

Available Funding: State funding is authorized for these projects under Article 102.013, Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, which designated CJD as the funds administering agency. The source of funding is a biennial appropriation by the Texas Legislature from funds collected through court costs and fees.

Funding Levels:
1) Minimum grant award - $2,500.
2) Maximum grant award - $10,000 for certified crime stoppers organizations or $15,000 for certified organizations that umbrella non-certified campus programs, with a minimum of $5,000 budgeted for the campus program.
NOTE:  Additional funds may be granted to certified crime stoppers organizations that assist Texas Crime Stoppers with holding a 16-hour training course, and/or providing trainers.

Required Match: No match is required for this program.

Standards: Grantees must comply with the standards applicable to this funding source cited in the Texas Administrative Code (1 TAC Chapter 3) and all statutes, requirements and guidelines applicable to this funding.

Prohibitions: Grant funds may not be used to support the following services, activities, and costs:
1) inherently religious activities such as prayer, worship, religious instruction, or proselytization;
2) lobbying and administrative advocacy;
3) promotional advertisements of any kind;
4) entertainment or refreshments;
5) subscription fees or dues;
6) fundraising activities;
7) office space rental and office furniture;
8) extended equipment services arrangements;
9) contributions;
10) purchase or improvement of real estate;
11) rewards, except for statewide projects; 
12) attorney fees; and
13) any other prohibition imposed by state or local law, or by the Texas Crime Stoppers Council.

Eligible Applicants:  Crime Stoppers organizations as defined by Section 414.001(2) of the Texas Government Code that are certified by the Texas Crime Stoppers Council to receive repayments under Articles 37.073 and 42.152 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, or payments from a defendant under Article 42.12 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.  Section 414.001(2) of the Texas Government Code defines a “crime stoppers organization” as follows:
1) a private, nonprofit organization that is operated on a local or statewide level, that accepts and expends donations for rewards to persons who report to the organization information about criminal activity and that  forwards the information to the appropriate law enforcement agency; or
2) a public organization that is operated on a local or statewide level, that pays rewards to persons who report to the organization information about criminal activity, and that forwards the information to the appropriate law enforcement agency.

Requirements: 
1) Crime Stoppers organizations must focus on reducing crime through the operation of a tip management system that receives information about criminal activities and fugitives from members of the public, guarantees anonymity, forwards the information to the appropriate law enforcement agency, and pays rewards.
2) In order for an applicant to be eligible, the county (or counties) in which the applicant is located must have a 90% average on both adult and juvenile criminal history dispositions to the Texas Department of Public Safety for calendar years 2009 through 2013.  This requirement must be met by August 1, 2015.
3) In order for an applicant to be eligible, the crime stoppers organization must have submitted the 2014 Probation Fee and Repayment Report to the Texas Crime Stoppers office by January 31, 2015.  

Project Period: Grant-funded projects must begin on or after September 1, 2015, and expire on or before August 31, 2016.

Application Process: Applicants must access CJD’s eGrants website at https://eGrants.governor.state.tx.us to register and apply for funding.

Preferences: Preference will be given to any of the following:
1. Organizations hosting the 2015 Crime Stoppers Training Conference.
1. Organizations hosting the 2016 Campus Crime Stoppers Training Conference. 
1. Projects that support participation in the annual conferences.
1. Projects that support information systems such as answering services, tip management software, phone service, or web hosting services.
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Closing Date for Receipt of Applications: All applications must be certified via CJD’s eGrants website on or before Friday, May 22, 2015.

Selection Process: Applications will be reviewed by CJD staff members or a group selected by the executive director of CJD.  CJD will make all final funding decisions based on eligibility, reasonableness of the project, availability of funding, and cost-effectiveness.

Contact Information: If additional information is needed, contact the eGrants help desk at eGrants@governor.state.tx.us or (512) 463-1919.
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