Victim Restoration Summary

Assisting crime victims in achieving restoration to full physical, mental and emotional health is the focus of the Governor’s Criminal Justice Division (CJD) victim strategy.  Victim restoration can be achieved when communities are sensitive to the care and safety of individuals who have been victimized and holding offenders accountable for their crimes. Victim assistance providers are encouraged to build lasting partnerships between the criminal justice system and victim advocacy organizations and to invite communities to look beyond traditional resources to new partners, such as faith-based and community organizations, to expand the impact and scope of assistance provided.  Communities and victim assistance providers are guided by CJD to consider the following concepts when developing assistance networks: 
· Identify current methods of operation within the community; 

· Recognize strengths and focus on eliminating gaps within the delivery of assistance; 

· Identify key components of current victim assistance procedures; and

· Encourage communication between victim assistance agencies across disciplines.
Prevention, public awareness, crisis services, criminal justice support and advocacy, law enforcement response, mental health and medical assistance, and training are elements necessary to create the foundation for a comprehensive victim assistance network.  Victim assistance providers are encouraged to consider the location and service area of agencies participating in active assistance networks and build relationships among and within the networks and may apply to CJD to support components of their assistance network to promote the desired outcome of victim restoration.  Victim assistance providers may participate in community-based and regional collaborations that involve both public and private agencies in developing plans and delivering assistance.  Examples of these collaborations include: regional criminal justice planning; local advisory board memberships; multi-disciplinary task force memberships; cross-training among law enforcement, hospital staff, and attorneys; as well as memorandums of understanding with public and private groups.
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